
Public Works Committee Meeting                                                                                        May 6, 2019 

 
The Public Works Committee of the City Council for the City of Junction City met on 
Monday, May 6th, 2019, at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 680 
Greenwood Street, Junction City, Oregon.   
  
PRESENT WERE:  City Public Works Director Gary Kaping, Councilors Dale Rowe and 
Bill DiMarco. 
 
ABSENT WERE:  Councilor John Gambee. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
  Chairman Dale Rowe called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. 
 
II. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

 
There were no changes to the agenda. 

 
III.       APPROVAL OF MINUTES – April 1, 2019 
 
  The consensus of the Committee was to approve the minutes as written. 

 
IV.  PARKS AND OPEN SPACES JOB DESCRIPTION 
 

Director Kaping informed the Committee that before them tonight is a 
request to look at the job description for the new parks and open spaces position. 
The Job Description needs to be approved by the time that the position is 
advertised in June. 

Director Kaping stated that the job description has been through the City 
Administrator, Human Resources and the Union. They are all ok with the 
description as it is written. 

 
ACTION: The consensus of the Committee was to approve the Job Description as 
written. 
 
V. ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 

Director Kaping noted that this item is a request for the Committee to 
review the results of the Engineering RFP that the City sent out. Of the eight 
packets that the City mailed out, only 4 were returned. 

A review Committee made up of City Councilor Rowe, Director Kaping, 
City Administrator Jason Knope, and Public Works Superintendent Jeremy 
Tracer unanimously selected HBH Engineering as their choice of Engineer after 
reviewing all of the RFPs. 
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Director Kaping informed the Committee that Mike Henry, owner of HBH 
Engineering, was at the Committee Meeting if any one has any comments or 
questions for him. Discussion followed. 

ACTION: The consensus of the Committee was to forward the HBH Engineering 
contract to the Council with the recommendation to approve. 

 
 
VI. NPDES PERMIT DISCUSSION (NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE 
ELMINATION SYSTEM) 
 

Director Kaping stated that DEQ (Department of Environmental Quality) is 
not giving the City a lot of feedback or information regarding the City’s future. The 
City was scheduled to meet with them in September 2018 which was canceled 
by them and moved to October, then December, then January and now they just 
aren’t contacting us anymore. 

City Administrator Knope, Director Kaping, and the Public Works 
Treatment Division all met and decided that it was time to push back a little bit. 
The City feels like they may need to bring in an Attorney that has more of a DEQ 
background than their current Attorney. If this Attorney is needed, Director 
Kaping would like to know if the Committee would like to review the information 
for approval, or if they would like it to go in front of the Council. Discussion 
followed. 

 
ACTION: The consensus of the Committee was, if an Attorney is needed, the proposed 
contract will be brought to the Committee for review. 
 
VII. PLANNING SERVICES 
 

Before the Committee tonight is a request for the Committee to review a 
contract with Branch Engineering for upper level planning services. The Planning 
Technician should be able to take care of 99% of the daily work, this contract will 
cover the other 1%. Branch Engineering will be one of company’s that will 
receive contracts. Discussion followed. 

 
ACTION: The consensus of the Committee was to forward the contract to the Council 
with the recommendation to approve. 
 
VIII. AGENDA FORECASTER REVIEW 
   

 Director Kaping updated the current business items. No other changes 
were made. 

 
IX. OTHER BUSINESS  
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Jim Leach told the City good job for removing the tree at West 6th Avenue 
and Kalmia Street. He is not sure what the City had to go through, but he thinks 
that it looks great. 

 
Jim Leach then asked what happened to the STOP Signs that the City 

was going to install. 
Director Kaping responded that it is still in the master plan and that they 

are getting installed, and removed, as time allows. 
 
Lastly, Jim Leach voiced his concern about the yellow water in town. He 

would like to know what is being done about it. 
 
Director Kaping tried to explain what the issue is. He stated that the big 

line that Mr. Leach was referring to, has been in the ground for a while. Over time 
the line has built up with iron and the City cannot scour the line hard enough to 
get it off. The City has been working with HBH Engineers on the best way to 
accomplish the scouring of these lines.  

The City is going to purchase $40,000 worth of monitoring equipment, 
automatic flushing valves, and some other items to better help predict water age. 
The idea is to flush the line in a different way and more often. Discussion 
followed. 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
 

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Tiffany Shafer 
Public Works Technician  


