CITY COUNCIL MEETING JUNE 9, 2026

The City Council for the City of Junction City, met in regular session at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June
9, 2026, in the Council Chambers, 680 Greenwood Street, Junction City, Oregon and in a virtual
meeting format via internet and phone.

PRESENT: Mayor, Kenneth Wells; Council President, Karen Leach; Councilors Sandie Thomas,
Sidney Washburne, Andrea Ceniga, and Ken Hancock; Interim City Administrator, Spencer Nebel,
Police Chief, Mark Waddell; Public Works Director, Gary Kaping; Finance Director, Christina
Green; and Building/Planning Technician, Dawn Northey (left meeting at 7:00 p.m.); City Recorder,

Kitty Vodrup.
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance
Mayor Wells opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m., led the Pledge of Allegiance, and took roll call.
2. Changes to the Agenda. None.
3. Approval of Minutes — May 12 and 26, 2026

MorTioN: Councilor Leach made a motion to approve the May 12 and 26, 2026 minutes. The
motion was seconded by Councilor Thomas and passed by unanimous vote of the Council:
Thomas, Washburne, Ceniga, Leach, and Hancock.

Public Comment on Items not Listed on the Agenda
A. Follow-up from Staff on Previous comments. None, as no comments at last meeting.
B. New Comments from Public.

Brad King, 93952 Prairie Road, Junction City, shared that Bloodworks Northwest would be
holding a blood drive on June 18™ from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Christ’'s Center.

Planning Commission Appointments

Building/Planning Technician Northey stated that there were three vacancies on the Planning
Commission. Two applications had been received, and the Planning Commission
recommended that Michael Evens fill the vacant unexpired regular member term through
October 31, 2026 and that Julie Nowacki fill one of the vacant unexpired alternate member
terms through October 31, 2028.

Mayor Wells appointed Michael Evens to the fill vacant unexpired regular member term
through October 31, 2026 and that Julie Nowacki fill one of the vacant unexpired alternate
member terms through October 31, 2028.

State Shared Revenue Resolution

Director Green presented the resolution for the City to receive State Shared Revenue. This
was a requirement under Oregon State Law, in addition to holding two public hearings, which
had been done on May 18, 2026 before the Budget Committee and on May 12, 2026 before
Council.

A.Resolution No. 1 — A Resolution Declaring the City of Junction City’s Election to Receive
State Revenues.

MorTioN: Councilor Ceniga made a motion to approve Resolution No. 1. The motion was
seconded by Councilor Washburne and passed by unanimous vote of the Council: Thomas,
Washburne, Ceniga, Leach, and Hancock.

Fiscal year 2026-2027 Compensation Schedules
Director Green presented the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 compensation schedules for
Management, Non-Represented, Seasonal, Temporary, and Part-Time positions.

A.Resolution No. 2 — A Resolution to Approve the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Compensation
Schedules for Management and Non-Represented Positions, Seasonal, Temporary, and
Part-Time Positions.

MorTioN: Councilor Washburne made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2. The motion was
seconded by Councilor Leach and passed by unanimous vote of the Council: Thomas,
Washburne, Ceniga, Leach, and Hancock.
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Water and Sewer Rate Resolutions

Director Kaping presented the resolutions to increase water and sewer rates for Fiscal Year
2026-2027. Earlier this year, SCS Engineering did a rate study, and it was reported that an 8%
increase in water and a 5% increase in sewer were needed to sustain operational costs. The
Budget Committee included those rate increases in the approved budget. The last rate
increase was done in July of 2023 and that was a 2% in water and 5% in sewer. Since 2023,
the inflationary costs had risen 2.95% in 2024 and 2.71% in 2025, so it reduced the City’s
purchasing power by 5.66%. It was important that the City review these rates every year, to
make sure to keep up with inflationary increases and purchasing power and for the City to be
able to sustain operational costs. Smaller, incremental increases were easier than waiting
years and having larger ones. The proposed rate increases would add $5.30 a month to the
average residential bill for a 5/8ths meter using 600 cubic feet of water. Staff looked at what
other comparable cities were charging, and Junction City had been the lowest. Even with
these rate increases, Junction City would still be towards the bottom of those comparables.
These rate increases would go into effect on July 20, 2026.

Councilor Thomas asked what the monthly increase would be. Director Kaping responded
around $5.30.

Councilor Washburne asked what the average bill for water, sewer, and garbage would be.
Director Kaping responded $122 a month.

Councilor Hancock expressed his agreement that the rates should be looked at on an annual
basis, as incremental changes were far less painful than going years with no increases. He
asked if anyone would be tracking the review of SDC, utility rates, etc. that need to annually be
reviewed, so that the Council did not end up being in the same position where rates go years
without being reviewed. Administrator Nebel responded that he would be recommending that
all City fees be reviewed as part of the budget process and to add review and approval of the
Master Fee Schedule to the budget calendar.

Administrator Nebel continued that the City had a Master Fee Schedule, but it did not come
before Council each year. He asked when the Council last saw that. Recorder Vodrup
responded that it was around 2023 or so, and the City’s current Master Fee Schedule was a
compilation of all City fees, which had been set by individual resolutions or other means and
was brought to Council more as an information document. Director Kaping noted that there
were many fees in the Master Fee Schedule that had not been reviewed for many years.

Councilor Hancock stated that reviewing all the fees collectively was so important, and he
provided the example of the pool fees not being reviewed for over 10 years. He wondered
about the Community Center, Library, and other City fees, as everybody was so dependent
upon funds and the tax dollars were just not there. He thought it was critical to look at the fees
the City was charging, and this should be set in a process that staff would bring forward to
Council each year.

A. Public Comment on Fees. None.

B. Resolution No. 3 — A Resolution Establishing Water Rates for the City of Junction City and
Repealing Resolution No. 1283.

C.Resolution No. 4 — A Resolution Establishing Sewer Rates and Charges for the City of
Junction City and Repealing Resolution No. 1284.

MorTioN: Councilor Leach made a motion to approve Resolutions No. 3 and 4. The motion was
seconded by Councilor Hancock and passed by unanimous vote of the Council: Thomas,
Washburne, Ceniga, Leach, and Hancock.

Street Closure Request for Chief Whetstone Memorial

Director Kaping presented the street closure request to close Greenwood from 6th to 7th for
the Chief Whetstone Memorial Presentation. The Police Department, Fire Department, and
Public Works did not have any concerns with this street closure.

MorTioN: Councilor Thomas made a motion to approve the street closure request for the Chief
Woodrow Memorial on June 17, 2026, with the nonexclusive use of city streets for street
closure from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The use of City streets will apply to the section of
Greenwood Street between 6th and 7th. The motion was seconded by Councilor Washburne
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12.

13.

14.

and passed by unanimous vote of the Council: Thomas, Washburne, Ceniga, Leach, and
Hancock.

Community Meeting Agenda Review — Quarter 3

Administrator Nebel noted that the next set of Community Meetings were scheduled for July
21, 22, and 23. He suggested holding meetings at the Community Center on July 21 and 22 at
11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Could discuss the Council Goals Report and get feedback from citizens.

The Council consensus was in favor of proceeding as Administrator Nebel had suggested.

Council Agenda Forecaster
Administrator Nebel presented the forecaster. He reviewed the agenda items for the June 23,
2026 Council meeting.

Staff Reports

Chief Waddell reported: Only two police officer candidates passed the ORPAT (Oregon Police
Physical Fitness Test), and the department was researching what other cities did regarding
their testing procedures to screen candidates; Recorder Vodrup administered the oath of office
to two new Reserve Officers, and Chief hoped to introduce them and new VIPS (Volunteers in
Police Service) volunteers at a future Council meeting; hoped to have Lieutenant candidate
hired on August 15t; Chief Whetstone memorial would be held June 17th, and he invited
Council President Leach and other Council members to let him know if they would like to share
something at the memorial presentation.

Director Kaping reported: Public Works was flushing hydrants this week. It used to take them a
day or more to flush a section to get clean water, but now they got clean water immediately,
and that was due to all of the water quality work they had been doing over the last few years;
PW staff was mowing and doing alley clean up this week; it was time for the City to discharge
water/irrigate from the lagoon, but Public Works had to delay that as DEQ had provided
comments on the City’s Reclaimed Water Plan and required 30 days’ notice to go out for
public comment.

Director Green reported: The Finance Department was working diligently to keep daily
operations going, and payroll had been completed last week; they would soon be starting the
audit for Fiscal Year 25-26, after the budget was completed.

Administrator Nebel reported: He reviewed the agenda and process for the June 10, 2026
Council Goals Session.

Previous Month’s Expenditures. None.

Councilor Comments/Questions
Councilor Thomas stated that she looked forward to tomorrow’s goal session. She felt the City
was headed in the right direction. She thanked staff and everybody for the work that they did.

Councilor Washburne shared that the City was moving in the right direction on a lot of things
that had been put on the back burner and should have been fixed years ago. They would see
what was important out of the Goals Session.

Councilor Ceniga noted that she looked forward to tomorrow.

Councilor Leach stated that she looked forward to tomorrow and to have staff attend and
participate. She thought that this last round of Budget Committee meetings were some of the
best that they had had in a long time. She appreciated the citizen member comments,
suggestions and participation. She continued that Director Kaping did an awesome job of
presenting his department’s budgets, and he should get a medal for that. She thanked
Administrator Nebel for his work.

Councilor Hancock thanked Administrator Nebel and Director Green for the budget. He
continued that the modifications that were made in a short period of time enabled him to vote
yes and be satisfied with what they were looking at, knowing that they were in the best position
they could to make future decisions. He was looking forward to tomorrow and thought it was a
great process. He was thankful that they would have public comments at the beginning of the
goals session, as the citizens should have an opportunity to tell the Council what they thought
was important. He was not sure how the budget would dovetail into the goal setting, but he
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thought it was important that the Council set clear goals so that everybody knew where the
Council stood and that they prioritize those issues.

Councilor Leach added that the survey and the way Administrator Nebel lined everything out
gave the Council some good ideas of where people were coming from.

Administrator Nebel responded that there were some good ideas, and in the future, the
Council goals session would ideally be done before the budget draft, to help direct staff when
they were developing their proposed budgets and to help the Budget Committee understand
why the City might be spending money on certain things. Having the Council set their goals
now, would help clearly communicate to City Administrator candidates what was important to
the Council and City.

Mayor’s Comments

Mayor Wells stated that he appreciated Administrator Nebel writing great Agenda Item
Summaries for the Budget Committee packets and for bringing back recap information and
answers to questions that had been asked at the previous meeting. Administrator Nebel had
provided a clear and organized process for them, and he and Director Green did a fantastic
job. Mayor Wells added that they had an outstanding Budget Committee and one of the
strongest group of citizen members that he had seen.

Administrator Nebel added that the Committee was very engaged, asked great questions, and
brought up good ideas; it was a really constructive atmosphere to review the budget.

Mayor Wells noted that he would be having surgery this Thursday and would be out for 4 to 6
weeks. Council President Leach would take over as Acting Mayor and would lead the June
23 and possibly July 14" Council meetings.

Adjournment
As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:44 p.m.

ATTEST: APPROVED:

Kitty Vodrup, City Recorder Kenneth Wells, Mayor
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